
block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.
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energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.
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energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.
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energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.

Lumina from page C1
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energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.

Lumina from page C1

C4 | Monday, September 4, 2017 | SFChronicle.com XXXXX•

BAY AREA

energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

block plaza between Lumina’s
south edge and the Bay Area
Metro Center. The latter, home
to several regional government
agencies, occupies a surpris-
ingly inviting remake of an
industrial block by Perkins +
Will.

The plaza, designed by land-
scape architect PamBurton
and built by Lumina’s devel-
oper, Tishman Speyer, shows
the difficulty of place-making
in this part of town. It doesn’t
really connect to anything. Not
much is going on.

Burton’s response is to turn
constraints into assets and
carve out a tiered space where
small spaces jostle together.

The first thing you notice is a
broad path of concrete pavers,
a stark clearing required be-
cause occasionally it will need
to serve as a driveway to a load-
ing dock for theMetro Center.
Burton compensates by stack-
ing the landscape along it with
fern-covered berms, gingko
trees and boulders that double
as seating. One area is con-
ceived as a patio. Another,
higher up and partly intended
to hide Lumina’s parking gar-
age, has a raised seating bar—
a perchwhere locals can
spread out a lunch andwatch
the passing scene.

So far the scene is mostly

people walking back and forth,
but some pause to lounge on
the benches and boulders.
Another seating option is at the
east end: Burton handled the
site’s 9-foot grade change with
a wooden staircase toMain
Street wide enough to include
amphitheater-styled seating.

When people do linger in the
plaza, it’s a good bet they have
food or drinks fromWood-
landsMarket around the cor-
ner.

This is the neighborhood’s
first full-service grocer, albeit
snug andwith an emphasis on
takeout foods rather than aisles
of canned goods. It also wres-
tles with that grade change.
While youwalk into the baked
goods area straight fromMain
Street, the entrance from Fol-
som requires that you descend
a space-consuming interior
ramp.

Oddly, though, the sub-
terranean setting helps show
off themarket — pedestrians
on Folsom Street can look
down at such attractions as a
salad bar or wood-framedwine
displays. Another eye-catcher
is the line of outdoor tables at
the corner, already getting
steady use at breakfast and
lunch.

The foot traffic confirms that
people are living in the dozen
or so towers nearby. Fourmore
are under constructionwithin

three blocks, with others in the
planning stages.

This is a 21st century urban
district in themaking. It’s not
just a throng of view-blocking
towers filled with second
homes.

Andwhatever you think of
the “new” RinconHill — I
agree, there’s way toomuch
glass— Luminawins points for
visual pizzazz.

Instead of housing product
wrapped in the style of the
moment, gussied-up rectangles
trying to look hip, Lumina
glistens with a cosmopolitan

sheen. There’s energy in the
steep collage of angled vertical
planes, curving one into the
next. The color is a vivid blue
that stops short of beingmir-
rored.When the sun hits at
certain angles, the reflections
are thin streams of water cas-
cading to the ground.

The architect of record is
Arquitectonica, led byMiami
architect Bernardo Fort-Bre-
scia, with San Francisco’s Hell-
erManus Architects as the
associate firm. The team also
did the Infinity complex across
the street for the same devel-

oper, Tishman Speyer. You can
see the family resemblance, but
Infinity was designed to be
reassuring. Luminawants to
turn heads.

Inevitably, Rincon’s towers
blur one into the next. The
heartening thing about Lumina
is that even if it isn’t great archi-
tecture, it has real ambitions.
Given the setting, that’s a wel-
come thing to see.

John King is The San Francisco
Chronicle’s urban design critic.
Email: jking@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @johnkingsfchron

A tall and slinky
good neighbor

Michael Macor / The Chronicle

A block-long plaza on Lumina’s south side attracts pedestrians passing through, and a few
pause and sit, especially patrons of the newWoodlands Market nearby.

Lumina from page C1
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energy and utility in-
terests and charter
school advocates.

“Powerful organiza-
tions that can afford to
spend millions of dollars
on politics invest in both
parties to curry favor
with lawmakers across
the state — regardless of
their party affiliation,”
said MapLight President
Daniel Newman.

It’s worth noting that
although California lim-
its donations to candi-
dates for office, political
parties are free to take
whatever they can get.
Party leaders can then
pump large sums into
races without having to
identify the original
source of the funds.

Out of the 117 organi-
zations and business
interests that together
gave $25 million-plus to

the parties for the 2016
elections, 76 gave more
to the state Democratic
Party and 31 gave more
to the state Republican
Party. The other 10 gave
the same amount to
both.

In total, the Demo-
cratic Party raised $39.8
million. Republicans
raised $20.9 million.

The Democrats’ edge
is hardly surprising,
considering they have a
hammerlock on all the
statewide elected offices,
plus hold a two-thirds
supermajority in both
the state Senate and
Assembly.

“Wherever you have
one party in dominant
control, that’s the team
that is going to get the
most money,” said Re-
publican Party chair Jim
Brulte. “That is just the
way it is.”

As for why corporate

donors would even both-
er with giving to the
GOP: “It’s called cover-
ing your backside,” said
Larry Gerston, political
science professor emer-
itus at San Jose State
University. Even though
Republicans are in the
minority in the Leg-
islature, every now and
again their votes might
come in handy.

What counts is “who
has been helpful and
who has been with us,”
Gerston said. “It all
verifies, yet again, that
interest groups are very
close to lawmakers.”

John Vigna, a
spokesman for the state
Democratic Party, said it
isn’t all about corporate
money. He said new
party chair Eric Bau-
man is working to “dra-
matically ramp up our
small-dollar fundrais-
ing” as well.

But party activist
Kimberly Ellis, who
recently challenged Bau-
man for the party chair,
said the numbers are
proof that Democrats do

not always practice what
they preach.

“If people want to
know why meaningful
health care reform in
California stalls, just
look at our party’s donor
list and you'll under-
stand why,” Ellis said.
“With the California
Hospital Association’s
$3.15 million investment
— nearly three times the
party’s next-highest
contribution — we know
who is really calling the
shots in Sacramento.”

Ultimately, said Map-
Light’s Newman, “a
statewide system of pub-
lic funding of elections
would let voters, not
donors, have the greater
voice in government.”

Maybe, said Gerston.
But until then, “you take
it from whoever gives
it.”

Kopp on guard: Carve
another notch in the belt
of contrarian Quentin
Kopp, the 89-year-old
former San Francisco
supervisor, ex-state sena-
tor and retired judge

who is now a member of
the city Ethics Commis-
sion.

A Sacramento County
Superior Court judge
ruled the other day in
favor of Kopp and the
Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association in a suit
they filed challenging a
new state law allowing
public money to be used
for political campaign-
ing.

SB1107, passed by the
Legislature last year and
signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown, was intended to
reduce the influence of
special interests by let-
ting cities and counties
use public financing for
political campaigns.
Kopp and company said
the law violated the 1988
voter-approved Proposi-
tion 73, which prohibits
public funds from being
used in campaigns.

The new bill had been
championed by the
good-government group
Common Cause. And
when Kopp joined the
lawsuit in December,
Common Cause tried

and failed to block his
reappointment to the
Ethics Commission.

There is a bit of irony
here. Being a charter
city, San Francisco is
exempted from the 1988
ban. Over the years, it
has doled out millions of
public dollars to finance
candidate campaigns for
city offices. Last year,
the 12 eligible candidates
received a total of $1.5
million.

And it’s the Ethics
Commission that over-
sees the handouts.

“It’s the law, and I
follow it,” Kopp said.

San Francisco Chronicle
columnists Phillip Matier
and Andrew Ross appear
Sundays, Mondays and
Wednesdays. Matier can
be seen on the KPIX TV
morning and evening
news. He can also be heard
on KCBS radio Monday
through Friday at 7:50
a.m. and 5:50 p.m. Got a
tip? Call (415) 777-8815, or
email matierandross@
sfchronicle.com. Twitter:
@matierandross

Major donors curry
favor on both sides
M&R from page C1

The Bay Area started
to get some relief Sunday
following two days of
scorching heat that broke
all-time records and sent
residents scrambling for
sanctuary.

Temperatures still hit
the triple digits in some
areas before the real
cooling was set to begin
later in the week, fore-
casters said.

“It’s significantly cool-
er than it was yesterday
in spots,” said Steve An-
derson, a meteorologist
with the NationalWeath-
er Service. “But it’s still
hot inland.”

The heat eased off
anywhere from 5 to 35
degrees from Friday and
Saturday’s oven-like burn
that left nowhere in the
state untouched — nor-
mally cool Eureka was 87,
Monterey was 98 and
Redding was a hellish 114.

While things were
cooler everywhere
around the state on Sun-
day, officials warned that
the Bay Area was not yet
over the heat hump, with
temperatures not expect-
ed to return to normal

until Tuesday.
The weather service

issued an excessive heat
advisory for parts of the
inland East Bay and
higher elevations in the
North and South Bay.
Livermore hit 106 by the
midafternoon on Sunday
and Concord was 102.

San Jose and Oakland
were in the mid-90s. San
Francisco, which had a
high of 102 Saturday,
topped out at 84.

Freeways in the most
popular places along the
North and South Bay
coastline have been
clogged up by an influx of
drivers seeking refuge
from the heat over the
Labor Day holiday week-
end.

Roads in and out of
Half Moon Bay, including
Highway 1, were grid-
locked into late Saturday
as thousands of Bay Area
residents converged on

the small coastal commu-
nity.

At the same time,
crews with Pacific Gas
and Electric Co. were
busy restoring power to
thousands of customers
as soaring temperatures
put stress on electrical
equipment amid high
demand fromwhirring

air conditioners.
Overnight Saturday,

more than 12,000 cus-
tomers were without
power around the Bay
Area, a number that fell
to just over 2,200 by 8
a.m. Sunday, said J.D.
Guidi, a PG&E spokes-
man.

The cooling comes as a

mass of high pressure
over theWest Coast be-
gins to weaken and push
east into the Great Basin
in Nevada and Utah,
forecasters said.

The weakening pres-
sure will allow the rem-
nants of Tropical Storm
Lidia to push north into
California in the coming

days. The moisture and
some humidity from the
storm, which hit western
Mexico late last week,
will likely be concentrat-
ed over the South Bay
and possibly inland
areas.

Though temperatures
will ease in the coming
days, the hazy conditions
of late are not likely to
vanish. Smoke fromwild-
fires in Oregon, Northern
California and the Sierra
Nevada may continue to
collect around the region,
contributing to poor air
quality.

The Bay Area Air
Quality Management
District issued Spare the
Air alerts for Sunday and
again for Monday. That
makes five Spare the Air
days in a row and 14 for
the year.

Residents were warned
about unhealthy air qual-
ity and asked to cut back
on pollution-causing
activities like driving and
using aerosol products.

Evan Sernoffsky is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: esernoffsky@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@EvanSernoffsky
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Audrey Im, 15, relaxes in the water at the Wave at Emerald Glen Park in
Dublin, where temperatures topped 100 degrees again on Sunday.

Record heat wave beginning to ease
By Evan Sernoffsky Officials warned

that the Bay Area
was not yet over
the heat hump.

If you have a fetish for
voluptuous towers, Lumi-
namay be just your style
— two smooth shafts with
plenty of curves, slinky
and taut, in skin-tight
wraps of cobalt blue.

But this upscale com-
plex at the base of fast-
growing RinconHill
shouldn’t be judged on
skyline looks alone. It
alsomust be a good
neighbor in a setting
where, so far, the whole is
less than the sum of the
parts.

Now Lumina is com-
plete, and the ground-
level moves aren’t nearly
as seductive as those in
the air. But they’re a strong addition to their
surroundings, and likely to get better with
age.

Easy tomiss in the glassy thicket that has
sprouted alongside the Bay Bridge during
the past decade, Lumina is imposing none-
theless: a pair of 37- and 42-story high-rises
step up from two eight-story buildings. The
shared foundation doubles as a parking
garage, and the amenity spaces for resi-
dents of the 656 condominiums include a
climbing wall, a soundproof music studio
and a plush screening room.

Aswith other RinconHill towers, Lumi-

na aspires to be a self-contained comfort
zone. But it’s a key block in the hill’s transi-
tion from a blue-collar backwater into a
sky-scraping residential address. Zoning
was changed in 2005 tomake this happen,
with an emphasis on neighborhood ameni-
ties as well as housing production.

That’s why I’ve held off on reviewing
Lumina, even though the second tower
opened its doors to residents last year. Two
essential pieces weremissing until last
month: a 9,500-square-foot grocery store, at
the corner of Folsom andMain, and amid-

Photos by Michael Macor / The Chronicle

Top: The
Lumina
towers are
key to
making
Rincon Hill a
real
residential
neighbor-
hood. Above:
Salesforce
Tower is
reflected in
Lumina’s
facade.

Slinky condos work tomake RinconHill a neighborhood

By JohnKing

Lumina continues on C4

ARCHITECTURE REVIEW

What sexy Lumina
brings to its setting
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BayArea Business
Homesuite home: Short-term lease startup
attracts business traveler clientele D1

When it comes to taking in
big bucks from big business,
California’s Democrats and
Republicans have a lot more
in common than you might
think.

More than 40 percent of the
$60 million raised by Califor-
nia’s two major political par-
ties for state candidates and
campaigns during the 2016

election season came from
corporate interests that gave
to both sides, according to
secretary of state finance re-
cords researched by Map-
Light, a nonpartisan, political-
money, watchdog group.

Top double donors includ-
ed:
1 The California Hospital

Association, which gave $3.15
million to help Democrats and
$1.6 million to Republicans.
1 The California Association
of Realtors, which gave $1.3
million to Democrats and
$850,000 to Republicans.
1 AT&T, which gave $1 mil-
lion to Democrats and
$637,000 to Republicans.

1 And Chevron Corp., which
gave $885,000 to Republicans
and $415,000 to Democrats.

Other major donors playing
both sides of the aisle in-
cluded Indian casinos, medi-
cal and dental associations,
the telecommunications in-
dustry, the prison guards’
union, insurance companies,

MATIER & ROSS Major donors curry favor on both sides

M&R continues on C4

It cooled off to a sensible 105
degrees in Pleasanton on Sun-
day, which made wearing a
woolen kilt downright com-
fortable, almost.

Hundreds of men were
wearing them, and thousands
more were staring at the men

who were. That seems to be
one of the main things to do at
the annual Scottish Highland
Gathering and Games at the
Pleasanton fairgrounds, in
addition to having contests to
see who can throw tree trunks,
hammers and giant rocks the
farthest.

Kilts are big business at

Scottish games. Booths sell
ready-to-wear polyester kilts
off the rack for $135 and prop-
er made-to-order woolen kilts
for $800 or so. Kilts are practi-
cal and alluring, and only an
insecure fellow — uncomfort-
able in his own skin — would
feel the slightest bit awkward

Scorching heat or not,
Highland Games go on

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Cameron Robson, 14, of British Columbia warms up before the
152nd Highland Gathering and Games in Pleasanton.

Hundreds bravely donwool kilts for Scottish gathering

By Steve Rubenstein

Games continues on C2

San Francisco has taken a tentative step to-
ward deciding on whether it will become the
first local government in the country to run its
voting machines on open-source software.

The notion of shifting away from using pro-
prietary technology sold by private companies
to computer code made freely available for any-
one to use and modify has been talked about for
years. But it’s been getting more attention since
the city allocated $300,000 to study the issue.

Last week, Elections Director John Arntz
opened discussions with Slalom, a consulting
group selected by the city to prepare a detailed
report on what San Francisco would face if it
decides go to an open-source voting system.

S.F. considers
open-source
voting system
By Dominic Fracassa

Voting continues on C2

MarilynLanglois be-
lieves it’s her time to sit on
theRichmondCityCoun-
cil.

Langlois, a co-founder
of theRichmondProgres-
siveAlliance, the groupof
left-leaning activists that
formed in 2003 to kick
corporate influence out of
Richmondpolitics, is the
presumptive choice to fill
the seat vacated byGayle
McLaughlin,who stepped
down to focus onher lieu-
tenant governor campaign.

This transition is expected to bemuch smooth-
er than the last time the council had to replace
one of itsmembers.

In 2015, the councilwrangled to fill the seat left
vacant after the inauguration ofMayorTomButt.
VinayPimple,who emerged froma field of 17

Langlois likely
choice for seat
in Richmond

OTIS R.
TAYLOR
JR.
On the
East Bay

Taylor continues on C2

Labor Day
Transit schedules and other services Monday.

Banks and other
financial institutions

Closed

Post offices

Closed, no mail delivery.

BART

Sunday schedule. Bus
bridge between 19th
Street and Fruitvale
stations in Oakland.

Muni

Sunday schedule

SamTrans

Sunday schedule

Caltrain

Sunday schedule

Golden Gate Transit

Holiday schedule for
buses and Larkspur
ferries. Holiday service
for Sausalito ferries,
with added runs for
Sausalito Art Festival.
No Tiburon ferries.

AC Transit

Sunday schedule

San Francisco park-
ing

Meters enforced. Com-
muter tow-away zones,
residential parking and
Monday-Friday street
sweeping are not en-
forced.

If you have a fetish for
voluptuous towers, Lumi-
namay be just your style
— two smooth shafts with
plenty of curves, slinky
and taut, in skin-tight
wraps of cobalt blue.

But this upscale com-
plex at the base of fast-
growing RinconHill
shouldn’t be judged on
skyline looks alone. It
alsomust be a good
neighbor in a setting
where, so far, the whole is
less than the sum of the
parts.

Now Lumina is com-
plete, and the ground-
level moves aren’t nearly
as seductive as those in
the air. But they’re a strong addition to their
surroundings, and likely to get better with
age.

Easy tomiss in the glassy thicket that has
sprouted alongside the Bay Bridge during
the past decade, Lumina is imposing none-
theless: a pair of 37- and 42-story high-rises
step up from two eight-story buildings. The
shared foundation doubles as a parking
garage, and the amenity spaces for resi-
dents of the 656 condominiums include a
climbing wall, a soundproof music studio
and a plush screening room.

Aswith other RinconHill towers, Lumi-

na aspires to be a self-contained comfort
zone. But it’s a key block in the hill’s transi-
tion from a blue-collar backwater into a
sky-scraping residential address. Zoning
was changed in 2005 tomake this happen,
with an emphasis on neighborhood ameni-
ties as well as housing production.

That’s why I’ve held off on reviewing
Lumina, even though the second tower
opened its doors to residents last year. Two
essential pieces weremissing until last
month: a 9,500-square-foot grocery store, at
the corner of Folsom andMain, and amid-
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It cooled off to a sensible 105
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day, which made wearing a
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the city allocated $300,000 to study the issue.

Last week, Elections Director John Arntz
opened discussions with Slalom, a consulting
group selected by the city to prepare a detailed
report on what San Francisco would face if it
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ferries. Holiday service
for Sausalito ferries,
with added runs for
Sausalito Art Festival.
No Tiburon ferries.

AC Transit

Sunday schedule

San Francisco park-
ing

Meters enforced. Com-
muter tow-away zones,
residential parking and
Monday-Friday street
sweeping are not en-
forced.

If you have a fetish for
voluptuous towers, Lumi-
namay be just your style
— two smooth shafts with
plenty of curves, slinky
and taut, in skin-tight
wraps of cobalt blue.

But this upscale com-
plex at the base of fast-
growing RinconHill
shouldn’t be judged on
skyline looks alone. It
alsomust be a good
neighbor in a setting
where, so far, the whole is
less than the sum of the
parts.

Now Lumina is com-
plete, and the ground-
level moves aren’t nearly
as seductive as those in
the air. But they’re a strong addition to their
surroundings, and likely to get better with
age.

Easy tomiss in the glassy thicket that has
sprouted alongside the Bay Bridge during
the past decade, Lumina is imposing none-
theless: a pair of 37- and 42-story high-rises
step up from two eight-story buildings. The
shared foundation doubles as a parking
garage, and the amenity spaces for resi-
dents of the 656 condominiums include a
climbing wall, a soundproof music studio
and a plush screening room.

Aswith other RinconHill towers, Lumi-

na aspires to be a self-contained comfort
zone. But it’s a key block in the hill’s transi-
tion from a blue-collar backwater into a
sky-scraping residential address. Zoning
was changed in 2005 tomake this happen,
with an emphasis on neighborhood ameni-
ties as well as housing production.

That’s why I’ve held off on reviewing
Lumina, even though the second tower
opened its doors to residents last year. Two
essential pieces weremissing until last
month: a 9,500-square-foot grocery store, at
the corner of Folsom andMain, and amid-

Photos by Michael Macor / The Chronicle

Top: The
Lumina
towers are
key to
making
Rincon Hill a
real
residential
neighbor-
hood. Above:
Salesforce
Tower is
reflected in
Lumina’s
facade.

Slinky condos work tomake RinconHill a neighborhood

By JohnKing

Lumina continues on C4

ARCHITECTURE REVIEW

What sexy Lumina
brings to its setting
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BayArea Business
Homesuite home: Short-term lease startup
attracts business traveler clientele D1

When it comes to taking in
big bucks from big business,
California’s Democrats and
Republicans have a lot more
in common than you might
think.

More than 40 percent of the
$60 million raised by Califor-
nia’s two major political par-
ties for state candidates and
campaigns during the 2016

election season came from
corporate interests that gave
to both sides, according to
secretary of state finance re-
cords researched by Map-
Light, a nonpartisan, political-
money, watchdog group.

Top double donors includ-
ed:
1 The California Hospital

Association, which gave $3.15
million to help Democrats and
$1.6 million to Republicans.
1 The California Association
of Realtors, which gave $1.3
million to Democrats and
$850,000 to Republicans.
1 AT&T, which gave $1 mil-
lion to Democrats and
$637,000 to Republicans.

1 And Chevron Corp., which
gave $885,000 to Republicans
and $415,000 to Democrats.

Other major donors playing
both sides of the aisle in-
cluded Indian casinos, medi-
cal and dental associations,
the telecommunications in-
dustry, the prison guards’
union, insurance companies,

MATIER & ROSS Major donors curry favor on both sides

M&R continues on C4

It cooled off to a sensible 105
degrees in Pleasanton on Sun-
day, which made wearing a
woolen kilt downright com-
fortable, almost.

Hundreds of men were
wearing them, and thousands
more were staring at the men

who were. That seems to be
one of the main things to do at
the annual Scottish Highland
Gathering and Games at the
Pleasanton fairgrounds, in
addition to having contests to
see who can throw tree trunks,
hammers and giant rocks the
farthest.

Kilts are big business at

Scottish games. Booths sell
ready-to-wear polyester kilts
off the rack for $135 and prop-
er made-to-order woolen kilts
for $800 or so. Kilts are practi-
cal and alluring, and only an
insecure fellow — uncomfort-
able in his own skin — would
feel the slightest bit awkward

Scorching heat or not,
Highland Games go on

Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle

Cameron Robson, 14, of British Columbia warms up before the
152nd Highland Gathering and Games in Pleasanton.

Hundreds bravely donwool kilts for Scottish gathering

By Steve Rubenstein

Games continues on C2

San Francisco has taken a tentative step to-
ward deciding on whether it will become the
first local government in the country to run its
voting machines on open-source software.

The notion of shifting away from using pro-
prietary technology sold by private companies
to computer code made freely available for any-
one to use and modify has been talked about for
years. But it’s been getting more attention since
the city allocated $300,000 to study the issue.

Last week, Elections Director John Arntz
opened discussions with Slalom, a consulting
group selected by the city to prepare a detailed
report on what San Francisco would face if it
decides go to an open-source voting system.

S.F. considers
open-source
voting system
By Dominic Fracassa

Voting continues on C2

MarilynLanglois be-
lieves it’s her time to sit on
theRichmondCityCoun-
cil.

Langlois, a co-founder
of theRichmondProgres-
siveAlliance, the groupof
left-leaning activists that
formed in 2003 to kick
corporate influence out of
Richmondpolitics, is the
presumptive choice to fill
the seat vacated byGayle
McLaughlin,who stepped
down to focus onher lieu-
tenant governor campaign.

This transition is expected to bemuch smooth-
er than the last time the council had to replace
one of itsmembers.

In 2015, the councilwrangled to fill the seat left
vacant after the inauguration ofMayorTomButt.
VinayPimple,who emerged froma field of 17

Langlois likely
choice for seat
in Richmond
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The Lumina Towers along Folsom between Beale and Main 
streets in downtown San Francisco, Ca. on Fri. September 1, 
2017, as seen from the Temporary Transbay Terminal.

Right: The 
Woodlands 
Market has 
recently 
opened on the 
street level of 
the Lumina 
Towers along 
Folsom 
between 
Beale and 
Main streets 
in downtown 
San Francisco 
as seen on Fri. 
September 1, 
2017.

Top: 
Landscaping 
along the 
sidewalks 
on the west 
edge of The 
Lumina 
Towers along 
Folsom 
between 
Beale and 
Main streets 
in downtown 
San Francisco 
as seen on Fri. 
September 1, 
2017.


